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This invention relates te seed potato cutters, 
and more parcularly te te provision of a dis- 
inïected cutting .blade for use in a seed potato 
cuiter, the blade prefera.bly .being of very tin 
material and used under tension. 5 
As is well known, potatoes are subject fo a 
variety of diseases which cause losses in the 
.potato trop from a small percentage thereof 4o 
practically omplete failure af rimes. Many of 
these diseases, such as ring rot, may be spread 10 
by use of a common cutting knife fo ut a num- 
.ber of potatoes. If is possible, for a very ïew 
infected pottoes in a large number of potatoes 
selected for seed, to spread a communicable diS- 
ease throughout most of the seeds. 15 
In ortier fo .prevent the spreading of communi- 
cable diseases among seed potat0es .by the blade 
during cutting of the seed potatees, I have pro- 
vided a .blade which tan be continually disin- 
fected during use, the disinfectant operation .be- 20 
ing pefformed by gravity and being performed 
continuously. 
I have, likewise, provided a very rhin blade 
mounted for outting seed çotatoes, the .blade 
being supported nnder tension so that if may ,per- 25 
form its cutting operation most elllciently, and 
without shedding the disinfectant flid ai an 
uneconomically high rate. 
If is, therefore, an object of my invention te 
provide a seed potato cutter having a .blade which 30 
is continuously disinfected during the seed po- 
tato cutting operation. 
A Eurther object of my invention is fo provide 
a seed ,potato cutting blade which is mounted 
under tension in order fo accomplish its cutting 35 
operation most economically. 
A still further object is .to provide a seed pota- 
fo cutting .blade and mounting structure, the cut- 
ring .blade .being su.bjected to a continuous dis- 
infecting action, whfle mounted under tension ,to 40 
prevent the shaking off of the disinfectant fluid 
during the-cutting operation. 
Frther objects and advantages of my inven- 
tion wfll be round from a consideration of the 
ïollowing speciflction and alpended clahn in 45 
connection with the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 
Fig. I i a view in perspective showing my seed 
potato cutting .ïolade mounted in ifs supporting 
structure and in juxtaposition te a fluid tank, 50 
and 
Fig. ] is a detail view showing the lower end 
of .he utting blade and the provision for mount- 
ing the same under tension. 
In the drawings, I have shown my seed potato M 
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cutter as a single unit, and best adapbed ïor hand 
cutting of seed potatoes. However, I anticipate 
that such a struoture may be m(unted in many 
oï the mechanical seed potato cutting machines, 
and adapted for cutting seed potatoes on a con- 
veyor or other simflar structurel I, thereïore, 
do not limit myself ,to the hand outting model 
shown. 
In the drawings, the fluid tank ! is mounted 
on and ,positioned for su,pplying liquid into a cou- 
pling 2 ,which is attached fo a nipple 3, in com- 
munication with an adJustable peteock 4. The 
petcock 4 controls the flow of liquid from the 
disinfeting fluid tank ! te the pipe system. 
may .be preferred fo have the etcock 4 rnounted 
in the position of the ,coupling 2, which is as 
successful as having if in the arrangement shown. 
Directly .below the peteock 4 is mounted a flovj 
control § which serves fo spread the liquid onte 
the .blade 6 secured in ,the lower end of the flow 
control S. The blade 6 is .ormed with a number 
of apertures 6' which likewise spread the flow 
of the disinfecting liquid out over the entire vidth 
of the .blade , and has mounted on ifs lower end 
a pin 6" which .extends transversely fo the longi- 
tudinal axis oï the .blade .6, for a ,puzpose as will 
appear later. 
I have mounted the bove structure on a base 
!0, the supporting structure ,comprising a pair 
of pipe uprights !! fo which are attached the 
,elbows !2 wch support the croes member !3. 
The vertical supporting members ! ! are ttached 
to the base !0 .by fhe rtuts  and are positioned 
vertically by the lock nuis , the entire juncture 
.being protected .by the washers 9. 
As may .be seen from the drawings, I ara able 
to adjust the vertical height of the frame struc- 
ture by means of the nut , thereby drawing the 
pin 6" u.p against th.e underside oï the .base 
which will ira,part tension to the blade 6. 
In operation, the petcock 4 controls the amourt 
of fluid which flows from the disinfecting fluid 
tank ! clown through the coupling 2, the exten- 
sion nipple 3, and through the flow control § to 
the .blade '6. The petcock 4 should be adjusted 
so that the disinfecting flid from the fluid tank 
! flows at a high enough rate of speed that the 
cutting blade 6 is conpletely covered by the 
disinïecting fluid between cuts, the apertures 6' 
assisting in spreading the fluid. This will 
pear to be a very fast flow of liquid, .but I have 
round that it is economical in the prevention 
of disease in potato crops. 
Having descri.bed my invention, what I claim 
and desoee fo .protect by Letters Patent is: 



2601233 

A combined seed potato cutter and disinfectant 
device coraprising a base, a supporting frame, a 
vertically disposed flxed cutting blade tension 
ïounted by the said base and frame in a posi- 
tion to cut a seed potato forced against the same, 
said blade being of rhin and narrow construc- 
tion, means associated with the upper end of 
said blade to ,provide a downwaïdly flowing 
stream of disinfecting fluid supplied .to the upper 
end of aicl blade, and a]lowed to flow down said 
blade toward its ]ower end, said blade having a 
transveïse hole of substantial diameter as com- 
pared with the width of said blade and being 
located within the vertical edges of said biade, 
said hole being located below that portion of said 
blade initially flooded by the disinfecting fluid 
and across which said fluid flows to diffuse the 
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flow with respect to the blade surface whereby 
said fluid ïay economically and complete]y flood 
the opposite sides of said blade. 
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